A Quick Review of the Tragic Hero Essay Assignment

Aristotle explained the effect of dramatic tragedy in his Poetics as catharsis, the purgation of pity and fear that members of the audience feel as they identify with the protagonist, or main character. This character, the tragic hero, affects the audience because of his or her qualities and actions. In order for a character to elicit a catharsis from the audience, he (or she) must be realistic, nobly born, and basically good; in the course of the tragedy, the character must fall from a high position as a result of his or her own actions and suffer more than the audience thinks he or she deserves. 
In the essay, you should evaluate the extent to which either Antigone or Creon fulfills these criteria for a tragic hero. Setting up the analysis is like the evaluation of the brownie that we did in class.  That is, you find the criteria (realistic, nobly born, basically good, falls from a high position, falls as a result of his own action and suffers more than he deserves), select your character (Antigone or Creon) and discuss the degree to which the characters fits the criteria,  one criterion at a time.  You will probably organize the essay in something like the following outline, although you may change it to better fit your character choice, assessment of the character’s personality and examples.
Possible Essay Outline
I. Introduction


A. Introduction

1. Character that could be a tragic hero from Sophocles’ Antigone 

2. Criteria for a tragic hero

B. Thesis: State extent to which the character you have chosen is a tragic hero and what effect that has on the play (or the audience).
II. Personal Qualities

A. Realistic

B. Nobly Born

C. Basically Good

III. Fall

A. From a high position

B. As a result of his or her own action

IV. Suffering

A. Effect on character: whether more suffering than deserves

B. Effect on audience: catharsis
1. Pity (sympathy)
2. Fear (tension)

V. Conclusion:  effectiveness of the tragedy 
Be sure to use examples and quotations from Antigone to support your analysis. The peer editing draft of this essay is due Monday, November 28.  It need not be typed.  However, the draft due on Thursday, December 1, must be typed.

