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    The Strange Island of Dr. Fallacy 

 

False Cause   Either/Or  Appeal to Authority 

Hasty Generalization  Dicto Simpliciter Personal Attack, Abusive 

Personal Attack, Circumstantial   Begging the Question 

 

1. I walked under a ladder this morning—that’s why I flunked my test. 

 

2. Our oak tree is only three feet tall. Oaks don’t grow very large. 

 

3. You may believe Senator Jones’ views on the income tax increase, but everyone 

knows he was married four times. 

 

4. Either we will go to Maine for a summer vacation this year, or we won’t have any fun 

at all. 

 

5. The federal government’s loan program for college students should not be cut back 

because such loans should not be eliminated. 

 

6. I will never visit a foreign country because my parents were robbed when they visited 

Egypt. 

 

7. Barbara is not a warm person. All the people from New England are unfriendly. 

 

8. Don’t vote for legalized gambling because it is not good for this community. 

 

9. How can you believe anything that Candidate X says? He has held six different jobs 

in the last three years and is obviously unreliable. 

 

10. We haven’t had as much rain this summer because of air pollution. 

 

11. When you get in too big a hurry, you make mistakes. Therefore, slow driving is safe 

driving. 

 

12. I would never support Senator Z’s position on nuclear testing because I know for a 

fact that he cheated on a test in high school. 

 

13. That book is nothing but cheap trash. No decent high school student should be 

exposed to such trash. Therefore, it should not be allowed on our school’s library 

shelves. 

 



14. Too much of the taxpayers’ money goes to pay for unnecessary items like art, music, 

and extracurricular activities and sports. Education is wasting money on these extras, 

which are not needed. 

 

15. Short trips in cars are known to waste fuel. It’s better to take a long vacation than to 

take several short weekend trips. 

 

16. I was mean to my sister. Then I fell downstairs and sprained my ankle. I was being 

punished for my nastiness. 

 

17. The basketball star “Slam-Dunkin’” Duncan says he always eats raw onions, so they 

must be really good for you. 

 

18. I went camping once, and a bear chased me up a tree. I’ll never go again—camping’s 

too dangerous. 

 

19. Governor Ferguson says I am not worthy to hold office because I do not understand 

the issue concerning utility rates. Well, Governor Ferguson is a pointy-headed 

intellectual with the backbone of a worm, and he’s been arrested for speeding twice! 

 

20. Of course, it rained today. I just waxed my car. 

 

21. I had a poodle once, and it was the stupidest dog I ever owned. All poodles are 

halfwits. 

 

 

 

     


