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King Lear Act 3 Study Guide 
 
Act 3, Scene 1 (3.1) 
1. What report of Lear does the gentleman give Kent? 
 
2. Who might this same description fit besides Lear? 
 
3. In the gentleman’s description, what images are mentioned? 
 
4. What news do we find out about from Kent’s conversation with the gentleman? 
 
5. What office (task) does Kent entrust to the gentleman? 
 
6. What does Kent send with the gentleman so that Cordelia will be able to identify 

him? 
 
3.2 
1. What is Lear’s mental condition as the scene opens? 
 
2. What does he rave about and against? 
 
3. How do the images of nature and nothing work in this scene? 
 
4. What report does Kent give of the fierceness of the storm? 
 
5. Of what significance is the line “Man’s nature cannot carry/ The affliction nor the 

fear”? 
 
6. What does Kent try to get Lear to do? 
 
7. The first indication of Lear’s growth and development as a character is in this scene. 

What is it? 
 
8. According to the fool, what is the prophecy that “Merlin shall make”? 
 
3.3 
1. Where does Gloucester’s loyalty now rest?  Why? 
 
2. What secret information does Gloucester unwittingly provide Edmund with?  How 

does Edmund use this information against Gloucester and Lear? 
 
3. What is Edmund’s plan to enhance his position with Cornwall? 
 
3.4 
1. Why does Lear prefer to stay out in the storm rather than find shelter? 
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2. Lear refers to the tempest in his mind.  How does this add significance to 
Shakespeare’s use of the storm, the natural tempest? 

 
3. With the lines beginning, “Poor naked wretches, wheresoe’er you are,” what 

additional evidence do we see of Lear’s personal growth? 
 
4. Why does Lear relate so strongly to Edgar? 
 
5. What is the significance of Lear’s belief that Tom O’ Bedlam (Edgar) has been 

denied by his daughters? 
 
6. Is Tom O’ Bedlam’s babbling totally madness?  What does it have to do with the 

theme of the play? 
 
7. What aspect of Tom O’Bedlam does Lear believe worthy of copying?  Why? 
 
8. The parallel plots of the play meet in this scene when Gloucester comes to Lear’s aid.  

According to Gloucester, what do he and Lear have in common? 
 
9. How does Lear befriend Tom O’ Bedlam/Edgar? 
 
3.5 
1. What does Edmund gain from betraying his father to Cornwall? 
 
2. What does Edmund pretend as he does so?  Why? 
 
3. How serious is the betrayal? 
 
3.6 
1. What is the purpose of the mock trial that Lear arranges for his two daughters? 
 
2. Identify elements of nihilism and absurdity in this scene. 
 
3. How does Shakespeare use Edgar to heighten our sympathy toward Lear? 
 
4. What does Gloucester advise Kent to do?  Why? 
 
5. Why, in his soliloquy, does Edgar feel that his circumstances are less terrible than he 

has imagined? 
 
3.7 
1. Where does Cornwall send Goneril and Edmund? 
 
2. What is the suggested punishment for Gloucester?  Who suggests these horrible 

punishments? 
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3. What forewarning from Cornwall do we get of what lies ahead for Gloucester? 
 
4. How is the theme of knowing oneself and the image of seeing carried through in 

Gloucester’s terrible punishment at the hands of Cornwall and Regan? 
 
5. Why does Shakespeare have a servant die taking the part of Gloucester? 
 
6. Why is it important that Gloucester realizes the truth after his physical sight has been 

taken from him? 
 
7. What do the servants decide to do about Gloucester? 
 
8. What has happened to Cornwall?  Why is his hurt “untimely”? 
 
 


