
Julius Caesar Study Guide 
        I.i. 

1. What classes of Romans are introduced in this scene?  How is this relevant to the 
political issues related to Caesar? 

 
2. What attitudes do the commoner show in talking with the tribunes? 

 
3. For what do the tribunes reprove the people? 

 
4. What is the attitude of the tribunes toward Caesar and the current political 

situation? 
 

5. Explain the term “sign of your profession.” 
 

6. What are the puns used in this scene? 
 

7. What quality of the mob does Marullus satirize? 
 

8.  What is the Feast of Lupercal? 
 

9. Interpret the metaphor in Flavius’ last speech in Scene I. 
 

10. What is Shakespeare’s main purpose in the opening scene? 
 

I.ii. 
11. What physical weaknesses of Caesar are revealed in this scene? 

 
12. Does Caesar show any signs of being superstitious? 

 
13. What is Caesar’s opinion of Cassius? 

 
14. What habits of Antony can be inferred from this scene (and what are Caesar’s 

opinions about Antony’s recreations)? 
 

15. What word put into the mouth of Brutus is make the keynote of his character? 
 

16. What is Cassius trying to do in his long talk with Brutus?  Why doesn’t he come 
to his point at once? 

 
17. What ideas Does Cassius present that would be most likely to influence Brutus? 

 
18. What fear concerning Caesar does Brutus express to Cassius? 

 
19. Brutus states that he has lately been “with himself at war.” What is it that is 

bothering Brutus?  What type of conflict is this? 
 



20. What is the conflict that was foreshadowed in Scene I and that is now becoming 
apparent?  What type of conflict is this? 

 
I.iii. 

21. What is the time interval between this and the first scene? 
 

22. Describe what is happening in nature during this scene.  What is its dramatic 
purpose?  Is it a metaphor and, if so, for what? 

 
23. Name the prodigies. Are these unnatural events?  If so, how do they relate to the 

natural event referred to in question 22? 
 

24. How are the various characters affected by this? 
 

25. Give Cassius’ descriptions of the Romans.  Do his words sound like those of a 
friend of the people? 

 
26. What is Casca’s decision regarding theconspirators? 

 
27. What does Cassius plan to have Cinna do to help the conspirators? 

 
28. Why are Cassius and the conspirators so anxious to have Brutus join the 

conspiracy? 
 

II.i. 
29. By this time, has Brutus made up his mind regarding whether or not he will join 

the conspiracy? 
 

30. How sound is Brutus’ logic for agreeing to kill Caesar? 
 

31. Why does Shakespeare have Brutus be uncertain about the exact date? 
 

32. What three tactical decisions are made by the conspirators? 
 

33. Who assumes leadership in these matters? 
 

34. What are Brutus’ motives in these decisions? 
 

35. Are Brutus’ motives consistent with his character? 
 

36. How would you characterize Portia? 
 

37. Is Portia genuinely devoted to Brutus?  Explain your reasoning. 
 

38. Is Brutus wrong for failing to confide in her?  Why or why not? 
 



II.ii. 
39. What is the date? 
 

40. How does the natural environment parallel the events of the play? 
 

41. What one question dominates this entire scene? 
 

42. What is Caesar’s opinion of himself?  What traits does he display? 
 

43. Why is Decius Brutus able to convince Caesar to go to the Capitol? 
 

44. How do we see Calpurnia in this scene? 
 

45. At the end of this scene, why would the audience be apprehensive about Caesar as 
he plans to go to the Capitol? 

 
II.iii. 

46. What does Artemidorus want to give Caesar?  How does it differ from warningsin 
previous scenes? 

 
47. How did Artemidorus find out about the conspiracy? 

 
II. iv. 

48. Does Portia know of the conspiracy? 
 

49. Is Portia a strong or weak person? 
 

50. How does Portia almost give away her secret thoughts to Lucius? 
 

III.i. 
51. What two incidents occur after Caesar appears at the Capitol that cause the 

conspirators to think that their plans may go wrong? 
 

52. What intricacies of the conspirators’ plans do we see in action? 
 

53. What opinion of Caesar do you get in this scene 
 

54. Why are Caesar’s dying words especially dramatic? 
 

55. What is the urgent problem facing the assassins immediately after stabbing 
Caesar? 

 
56. Contrast the behavior of Cassius and Brutus in facing these problems. 

 
57. Why does Antony send his servant? 

 



III.i., continued 
58. Contrast Antony’s private or true motives with those he allows the conspirators to 

see. 
 

59. Why is Cassius worried when Brutus agrees to allow Antony to speak at Caesar’s 
funeral? 

 
60. Why is Brutus so willing to let Antony speak at Caesar’s funeral? 

 
61. What is foreshadowed in the final speeches of this scene? 

 
III.ii. 

62. In his funeral oration, does Brutus appeal to the people’s intellect or emotions? 
 

63. How do the citizens’comments show that they have missed the entire point of 
Brutus’ speech? 

 
64. In his speech does Antony appeal to the crowd’s intellect or emotions? 

 
65. What are the citizens’ feelings toward Brutus as Antony ascends the pulpit? 

 
66. What are their feelings toward the dead Caesar? 

 
67. Identify specific parts of Antony’s oration that allow him to control the mob. 

 
68. Why is Antony’s pause where he stops to look at Caesar’s body effective? 

 
69. What is Antony’s motive in this scene? 

 
70. What is the climax of the play? 

 
IV.i. 

71. How much time has elapsed since Caesar’s death? 
 

72. Why are Antony, Octavius and Lepidus marking the names of Romans? 
 

73. What is Antony like in this scene? 
 

74. Give Antony’s opinion of Lepidus and his motive in admitting him as a member 
of the triumvirate. 

 
75. How does Antony intend to use Caesar’s will now? 

 
 

IV. ii. 
76. To what place is the action of the tragedy now moved? 



 
77. What does this scene reveal about the relationship of Brutus and Caesar? 

 
78. Explain why a quarrel between Brutus and Cassius was inevitable. 

 
IV.iii. 

79. Why is Cassius angry with Brutus? 
 

80. As they argue, what does Brutus accuse Cassius of? 
 

81. What does Brutus reveal has happened to Portia?  What seems strange about his 
reaction? 

 
82. Give the arguments of both Brutus and Cassius concerning the conduct of their 

campaign. 
 

83. Upon what plan of action do they settle? 
 

84. What is the purpose of the episode between Lucius and Brutus? 
 

85. Why does Caesar’s ghost appear to Brutus and not to Cassius? 
 

86. What is the message of the ghost? 
 

87. What effect does the ghost’s appearance have on Brutus? 
 
V.i. 

88. Account for the apparent inconsistency between Brutus’ philosophy and his 
resolve in the case of defeat. 

 
89. What is the attitude of Brutus and Cassius toward each other as they part before 

the battle? 
V.ii. 

90. What is the plan of attack that Brutus wishes to put into action? 
 

91. Scene II is very short.  Why do you think Shakespeare included it in Act V (What 
is its dramatic purpose)? 

 
V.iii. 

92. Why is Cassius angry as this scene opens? 
 

93. Who is responsible for this state of affairs? 
 

94. What is the mistake Cassius and Pindarus make concerning Titinius? 
 

95. Recount the manner of Cassius’ death. 



 
96. How does Cassius’ death affect Brutus? 

 
97. What is the dramatic significance of Messala’s apostrophe to Error? 

 
98. Do you feel Brutus is a quitter at the end of this scene?  Why or why not? 

 
V.iv. 

99. In what ways has Brutus grown superstitious? 
 

100. How does Brutus justify his act of self-destruction? 
 

101. Brutus says in all his life he has found “no man but he was true to me.”  Who did 
take advantage of Brutus and when? 


