
Notes on Julius Caesar, Act 1, Scene 3 
 
Setting: 

• One month later, the eve of the Ides of March 
• A storm is raging--fire drops from the skies, bodies spontaneously combust, lions roam the 

capitol, ghosts walk and the night owl shrieks in the daylight. 
• These eerie sights are meant to be interpreted—and misinterpreted.  In general, the 

misinterpretation of signs and omens is a theme in this play. 
• The storm creates a mood of darkness and foreboding; it is also an image of the turmoil in politics 

and the minds of men, disharmony in heaven and earth. 
• Casca fears that the Senate will crown Caesar king the next day. 

 
Political Climate: 
Historically, Caesar had called the senate into an emergency session set to meet on March 15.  This may 
have been instigated to get Senate approval of a declaration of war against the Parthenians.  Some 
historians speculate that Caesar was to be made King of the Provinces (not including Rome), with the 
anticipation that as the outlying cities of Italy accepted Caesar as King, the city of Rome would follow.  
 
Cicero 

• Marcus Tullius Cicero was born 109 B.C and was the most important man in Rome. 
• He was highly educated in Greece, so he spoke Greek as well as Latin. 
• At the time of the play, Cicero was Rome’s most prominent lawyer and orator 
• He was driven out of Rome by Caesar in 59 B.C. 
• Cicero joined Pompey’s forces and then left when Pompey was going to be defeated and pleaded 

for mercy from Caesar. Caesar was usually merciful in these situations. 
• Cicero returned to Rome and to the Senate. 
• He remained neutral to Caesar’s governmental reforms. 

 
Friendship: 
Many of the conspirators are Caesar’s friends who use their connection to him to betray him. Having 
decided to destroy their friend Caesar, the conspirators plot against their friend Brutus as well, using 
dishonest means to persuade him to join the group. The true meaning of friendship is a theme and issue in 
this play.   
 
Conspirators mentioned at this point: 
Cassius: forges letters meant to influence Brutus’ decision to join the conspiracy. 
Casca: joins the conspiracy with Cassius. 
Cinna:  Lucius Cornelius Cinna had been Caesar’s first father-in-law 
Decius Brutus: Decius Brutus was considered a close friend of Caesar, who had named him as one of his 
heirs if no other family member survived him. 
Trebonius: Gauis Trebonius had been appointed chief magistrate of Rome, an influential and honorable 
position. He was also considered a close friend of Caesar. 
 
Brutus:  Brutus is not being wooed to join the conspiracy because of a sense of brotherhood with the 
conspirators, but rather because the common people perceive Brutus as “noble. His presence in the 
conspiracy will make the vile and immoral act of murder appear to an acceptable deed based in “virtue” 
and “honor.” 


