
Gaby Lacy, “Tell us something about you that we don't already know about you from your application"

While volunteering in Oaxaca, Mexico last summer, I was able to learn more about the indigenous influence of the region.  While Santa Ana Tlapacyon, the community I lived in, was located in the central valley of Oaxaca, the town still practiced its local heritage.


In the Guelegtza festival, people celebrated the giving and receiving of favors.  The festivities included a traditional dance from each of the seven regions of Oaxaca.  One dance came after another, each more exciting than the previous.  Finally at the end of the spectacular performance, my community’s local dance group came out to close the show.  As the grand finale concluded, the group brought out members of the audience for free dancing.  My friends, shocked at my inept dancing abilities, had been giving me dance lessons for two weeks.  The moment of truth arrived and they brought me to the stage to dance in front of the entire community.  While I was performing what I had practiced, I suddenly came to a moment of realization: I was dancing in one of the biggest local Zapotec celebrations with all of the people who had come to be family.  It felt almost surreal.  Living an hour away from the Mexican border, I had previously only visited weekend American resort destinations.  I could never have imagined that I would experience a moment like this.  I felt accepted by a crowd of people who two months earlier were complete strangers.  The culmination of my cultural exchange was this dance.


My memory of the Guelegtza reaffirms my passion for exploring cultures across the globe.  My experiences in Latin America have taught me about cultural appreciation, and while exploring Latin American culture, I have learned more about my own.  I look to my future with the hopes of meeting more people who can teach me outside of the classroom.  My life experiences abroad have blessed me with new insight about myself.  I will move forward not only with the memory of dancing in the Guelegtza but the people and culture of the community as well.

