Name__________________

English GATE 1-2

Homeric Honor

For each of the excerpts below, find examples of Homeric values.  Identify how they seem to work in each example, underline the best examples, and write a topic sentence at the end of each explaining how the excerpt illustrates Greek cultural values.

1.

“Zeus, and you other immortals, grant that this boy, who is my son,

may be as I am, preeminent among the Trojans,

great in strength, as I am, and rule strongly over Ilion;

and some day let them say of him: ‘he is better by far than his father,’

as he comes in from the fighting; and let him kill his enemy

and bring home the bloodied spoils, and delight the heart of his mother.”






(Iliad 6.476-81; trans. Lattiimore)

Topic sentence

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.

“Glaukos, why is it you and I are timan, honored, before others

with pride of place, the choice meats and the filled wine cups

in Lykia, and all men look on us as if we were immortals,

and we are appointed a great piece of land by the banks of Xanthos,

good land, orchard and vineyard, and plowland for the planting of what?

Therefore it is our duty in the forefront of the Lykians

to take our stand, and bear our part of the blazing of battle,

so that a man of the close-armored Lykians may say of us;

‘Indeed, these are no ignoble men who are lords of Lykia,

these kings of ours, who feed upon the fat sheep appointed

and drink the exquisite sweet wine, since indeed there is esthlos, strength 

of value, in them….’”






(Iliad 12.310-21)

Topic sentence

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

3.  

“[Diomedes] drove his spear deep in to the prospering earth, and in winning

words of friendliness he spoke to the shepherd of the people:

‘See now, you are my xeinos, guest-friend, from far in the time of our fathers.  

Brilliant Oineus once was xeinos, host, to Bellerophontes

the blameless, in his halls, and twently days he detained him,

and these two gave to each other fine xeineia, gifts in token of friendship
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Therefore I am your xeinos, friend and host, in the heart of Argos;

you are mine in Lykia, when I come to your country.  

Let us avoid each other’s spears, even in close fighting.
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But let us exchange our armor, so that these others may know

how we claim to the xeinoi,  guests and friends, from the days of our father.’”






(Iliad 6.214-31)

Topic sentence

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

