Characters in A Midsummer Night’s Dream
Young Lovers:

Lysander – Young courtier, in love with Hermia. Sort of a dreamer, more casual, 

less conventional than Demetrius.
Hermia – From a very wealthy background, privileged, has social graces.  Perhaps 

enjoys annoying her father.  In love with Lysander
Demetrius -  Young courtier, in love with Hermia. Stiff, polite and conventional, he 

can’t explain his feelings well, but he becomes frustrated into violence at 
Helena’s irritating pursuit of him.  Has an epiphany in the forest.  

Helena – In love with Demetrius, who has jilted her. She is slightly awkward, lacks 
self-esteem, is self-deprecating, and may be somewhat jealous of Hermia.
Mature Lovers:

Theseus – Largest part of the play. The Duke of Athens.  Betrothed to Hippolyta. 

Hippolyta – The Queen of the Amazons, captured by Theseus and betrothed to him.

Her distress at Hermia’s plight shows her gentle nature.

Other Courtiers:

Egeus – Hermia’s father

Philostrate – Master of the Revels to Theseus

Fairies
Oberon – King of the Fairies, married to Titania  Their conflict sets the action in 
motion.
Titania – Icily haughty and demanding Queen of the Fairies, married to Oberon

Puck – Aka Robin Goodfellow, a hobgoblin, not a fairy or an elf.  A madcap sprite, 
he is a loner, separate from the others, but he is sort of an aide to Oberon. He 
can move between the fairy world and the mortal world, but is somewhat 
apart from both. He is especially indifferent to human suffering.
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Mechanicals

Peter Quince
-  A carpenter, organizes the Interlude to be performed for the 
wedding of Duke Theseus and Queen Hippolyta.
Nick Bottom – A weaver, a romantic, conceited, serious and fastastical. He has a 
tendency to misuse words (malapropisms), with unintentional comic effect.  
Francis Flute – A bellows-mender (Plays Thisbe in the Interlude, but resents 
being cast as a woman.)

Tom Snout – A tinker (Plays Wall in the Interlude)

Snug – A joiner (Plays Lion in the Interlude) A moral man, but a bit slow.
Robin Starveling – A tailor (Plays Moonshine in the Interlude)  A peacemaker, but 
will second others’ objections to the lion.






