Chang Liu, “Personal Statement” 
My mother says that I began humming before I began talking, so music is my first language.  Music also contains the same elements of structure and expression as any other language so I interpret English, Chinese, and Spanish through it.  It is the only personal language I know.

The structures of English and music parallel each other perfectly because both are created through the arrangement of individual units into progressively larger ones.  English begins with the unit of the word and music with the unit of the note, both having a rhythmic duration and a sound.  These units combine to create a larger unit, the phrase. An English phrase expresses actions or images through its words’ meanings and associations.  Musical phrases express the same things, only the actions exist as harmonic units and the images exist as chord modulations, each with a unique association.  The unit of the phrase, then, is able to show a portion of an idea and the value it holds.  In order to further express that idea, the units assemble into sentences.  The English sentence is the expression of a complete thought and is created through the joining of phrase units.  The melody is the musical parallel to the English sentence.  It consists of a harmonic progression, created through the linking of individual harmonic units supporting a line of notes to express a motif.  The sentences and melodies assemble to construct paragraphs and musical sections, which then combine further to form a composition.
However, English and music do not only create ideas.  They also create a dynamic movement of emotion.  This is achieved through the syntactical combinations of balance, cacophony, tension, and ease.  Syntactical devices of repetition show order, as inverted phrases show dissonance, climactic sentences show apprehension, and short, fluid sentences give ease.  These devices thus create emotion.  Music employs the same techniques, with order in repeating phrases, inversion in the clashes between concordant melodies and dissonant harmonies, and climactic sentences represented by the progression of a note to an octave, a chord, a sudden crescendo, a fortissimo—then a rest of anticipation.  A consonant chord follows and ease washes over the listener.  However, a difference exists.  Music is not bound by region, nationality, or time for all of its ideas can be found exclusively within its structure.  Because of this, music appeals directly to the senses, to the emotions.  Despite their separation by geography and time, Rachmaninoff communicates his Russian romanticism as effectively as Mahler his vast Austrian symphonies and Ravel his intricate French impressionism.  Music transcends language.
Music is universal throughout four dimensions and so, I interpret everything I see in its terms.  Math is the balancing of different note values within an equation; chemistry is the way elements combine to produce interacting harmonies; history is the cyclical movement of musical motifs throughout a concerto.  Music is my first language and the only personal language I know.  It is the only language I need to know. 

