Biblical References in Beloved

Schoolmaster: 

Paul's words in Galatians (3:23-25): "Now before faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up unto the faith which should afterwards be revealed. Wheretofore the law was our schoolmaster. . . . But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster."

Beloved
"I am my beloved's and my beloved is mine." --Song of Solomon (6:3)

"I AM BELOVED and she is mine." --Toni Morrison, Beloved

Community:

"I will call them my people which were not my people."
Love: 

"... love is as strong as death; jealousy is as cruel as the grave; ... many waters cannot quench love, neither can the floods drown it" --Song of Solomon (8:6-7)

African references

Other critics relate the fleshly ghost to a West African figure, the ogbanje, a demon/child who seeks to be born again and again, and is therefore marked by the mother so that it will be recognized on its return.

