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Mrs. Tully

Home:  kristully@msn.com
English Honors 9
Course Description  

English Honors 9 emphasizes the development of expressive and analytical skills within a survey of literary themes and genres from the history of Western civilization.  Skills taught include grammar and syntax, punctuation, vocabulary development, paragraph structure and development, essay writing, public speaking, discussion, and reading comprehension. These skills prepare students for a variety of future academic challenges, including standardized tests and the writing requirements of Advanced Placement courses in English, Social Studies and other disciplines.
Objectives  

Students will develop the critical reading and composition skills necessary for college coursework and the Advanced Placement courses they will take in later years.  To do this, they will read and analyze poetry, prose and drama from a range of literary periods and perspectives, write for a variety of audiences, practice the process of writing within varied assignments and develop their oral communication skills.

 Grading and Requirements for Written Work

1. Grades are computed on a point system. All points earned in a semester determine the semester grade.

2. On any assignment and for the grading period, 90% = A, 80-89 % = B, 70-79% = C, 60-69 % = D, and below 60 % is failing.

3. All major assignments must be typed or printed by computer.  A handwritten essay will be returned ungraded and considered late; it must be typed within a week to be accepted and graded.

4. The grading system emphasizes written work, especially essays which involve all steps of the writing process.  Students may revise graded essays for a higher grade within a one-week period

5. All late papers receive a 10% grade reduction.  A paper is late ten minutes after the end of the last class period on the day the paper is due.  Once a paper is late, it may be turned in for late credit within a week.  The late grade penalty does not increase during this period.  After one week, the paper will not be accepted for credit.  Late essays may be revised within the original revision time limit.  However, the 10% late grade penalty will continue to apply after the paper is revised.  That is, if a student turns in an essay worth 100 points for late credit, the highest grade he or she may receive on that essay, even after revision, would be 90 points.

6. Plagiarism and cheating will earn a zero on any assignment or test, as well as consequences as outlined in the UHS Student Handbook.  .  Talking with your classmate(s), looking at another student’s paper, having notes on your desk or using a cell phone during a test will be considered evidence of cheating. It is the responsibility of the student to avoid even the appearance of cheating.  Every cheating incident must be reported to the assistant principal, who will schedule a meeting for the student, his or her parent(s) and the teacher. The student faces automatic academic probation and possible expulsion. For every written assignment, be sure to document your sources carefully to avoid plagiarism.
Extra Help

Students: You are welcome to meet with me before school and after school if you need tutoring, writing conferences or makeup work.  In addition, I am available after school if you need to meet with me or with a group of students for additional conference time. If you want to meet with me before conference period or school, please make an appointment and be on time or email to cancel the appointment.  If necessary and requested in advance, I can meet with students during lunch.
Makeup work

1. When you return to class after an absence, you must request makeup work within one week of your return to school. 

2. Makeup work will count only for excused absences. Do not request makeup assignments during class time; instead, please make an appointment to meet with me in conference period, at lunch or after school.
3. You will have one week to complete your makeup.  Alternative schedules are available for students with a debilitating injury or a long-term illness.  I appreciate emails or calls from parents in these situations.
4. Even if you are absent, you are bound by previously scheduled due dates and the one-week essay revision period.  If you are absent on a due date, email your essay to my school email address, kristin.tully@tusd1.org.  
5. If you are absent due to illness, please stay home until you are well and able to complete your assignments.  This is especially important for tests and timed writings.
Optional assignments

Parents or students may request optional assignments if the planned curriculum offends their religious beliefs or personal values.  However, while alternate assignments are available, they may not be as effective as the established curriculum in preparing students for the challenges they will face in Advanced Placement classes. 
Contact information and phone use
If you want to contact me, please use email or call me at home. My school email address is kristin.tully@tusd1.org; I check it at least twice daily.  Parents and students may call me at home at 577-3648 until 9:00 p.m. or use my home email address, kristully@msn.com. 
My classroom phone number is 232-5951, but the system is cumbersome and unreliable. I will forward calls on the classroom phone to voicemail during the day, so do not use it for emergency calls.  Please do not call your student on the cell phone while class is in session; you can check UHS website for class schedules.

1. Students: you must ask permission each time you want to use the classroom phone. Do not enter my room through T-12 to use the phone when I am out of the room.   
2. Turn off your cell phone and stow it in your backpack during classYou may use a cell phone device during class only for research or timing of a speech.  If you have an electronic device that you use as a planner, please use it at the beginning of class. You may take a picture of the Smartboad screen to record it, but must then put the phone or device away in your backpack. On the rare occasion that you need to make or take an emergency call, ask my permission at the beginning of class and use your cell phone in the hall.

Curriculum for English GATE 1-2
First Semester

Overview of critical skills:  summary, paraphrase, analysis, close reading, annotation and three levels of questioning.
Vocabulary 1-200 (throughout the semester)
Mythology review
Homer, Odyssey
Grammar review and application

Sophocles, Oedipus the King and Antigone
Critical reading and writing

Poetry Out Loud

Logic Unit
Second Semester

Shakespeare, Julius Caesar

Vocabulary 201-400
Argumentation and oral presentation

Critical reading and writing

Grammar review and application

Dante, Inferno

Beowulf, translation by Seamus Heaney
Shakespeare, A Midsummer Night’s Dream
Students and Parents:  Please sign this sheet, detach it from the syllabus, and return it to me by August 5, 2014.








Thank you, 









Kris Tully 

I have read and understood the Standards and Policies for English Honors 9.  I agree to the procedures detailed above and in the UHS Student Handbook.  I will expect my student to accept and follow them during this school year.
Please print parent or guardian’s name________________________email___________
Parent or guardian’s signature_______________________________  Date___________

Please print student’s name_________________________________

Student’s signature________________________________________  Date___________

